The Winner by Georgia Heard 
Style
* The poem is written in *free verse*— it does not follow a strict rhyme scheme or rhythm.
* The language is simple and vivid, capturing a real-life scene of children playing outdoors.
* The poet uses personification(for example, “Night wins!”) to give nature a human quality and make it more expressive.
* The short lines and natural flow create a sense of movement and fading light, matching the setting of dusk turning into night.
*Mood*
* The poem begins with a playful and energetic mood as the children are running and playing.
* Gradually, it changes to a quiet and calm mood as the night takes over.
* There is also a gentle sense of acceptance— the children stop playing, and nature quietly brings the day to an end.
Tone
* The tone is reflective and peaceful.
* It shows admiration for nature’s power and how time naturally ends human activities.
* The poet’s tone also carries a hint of awe and respect for the beauty of evening and the rhythm of life — suggesting that even when night “wins,” it’s not defeat, but a part of nature’s balance.
*Theme*
* The poem captures the simple yet meaningful transition from day to night while children play outdoors.
* It also shows how nature always has the final say— when night falls, playtime ends, and everything becomes still.
* The poet reminds us that *winning and losing are part of life*, but in nature’s cycle, there is no real loser — only change and continuity.
* It reflects themes of acceptance, harmony with nature, and the passage of time.
 Poetic Devices
1. Imagery – Vivid sensory details help the reader imagine the scene.
   Example: “Cold grass aches our feet”
          “ When blue dark turns to black”
2. Symbolism– Night symbolizes the end, rest, or calm after activity.
3. personification- giving human quality
Examples: “Night wins”
 “Trees creep close”
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I) Answer the following questions: (30-40 words)
1. Describe the place where the children play in the poem.
2. Share how the children feel while running and chasing each other away in the game.
3. Point out what the phrase “cold grass aches our feet” conveys.
4. Identify the time described by “When blue dark turns to black”. State it's significance.
5. Explain what the poet means by “trees creep close”.                                  II) HOTS
1. Give reasons why “Night wins!” in the poem. Can you defeat her? How?
2. Suggest a life-lesson that the poem teaches.
